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PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS 


REGIONAL OFFICIAL PLAN 


REVISED MAY 28, 1980 


THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 


Planning and Development Department 
P.O. Box 910, Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3V9 


May 2677960 RefertoFileNo. R.450 
Attention of 


Your File No. 


MEMORANDUM NO. 1040 


=O: The Chairman and Members 
Regional Planning and 
Development Committee 


RE: Proposed Plan for the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton- 
Wentworth - Modifications 


ie INTRODUCTION: 


Regional Council adopted an Official Plan for 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region on June 19,1979, and 
submitted that Plan forthwith to the Minister 
of Housing for consideration. The Plan has since 
) been fully circulated to agencies and interested 
individuals by the Ministry of Housing. ~ Further= 
more, several hundred copies were circulated 
locally, primarily to those agencies and individuals 
who participated in the Plan preparation process, 
but also to a number of owners of land and their 
representatives and others who expressed interest. 


On February 8,1980, a letter was delivered to the 
Region from the Ministry of Housing, indicating 

in considerable detail, the results of the formal 
ministerial circulation process and requesting 

a number of modifications to the Plan.( That letter 
was Circulated to the Committee as an attachment 

to Memorandum No.1037 at the meeting May 13,1980. 


Eleven months have now passed and staff has had 

an opportunity to work with the Plan. During this 
time a number of textual weaknesses has been 
identified. Regional staff has . further identified 
those modifications to the text nessary to clarify 
the intent of the Plan, to simplify its interpre- 
tation and usefulness as a working policy document, 
to correct errors of text and to improve upon the 
Plan‘s structure. 


It is necessary for the Region to formally respond 

to the comments made within the Ministry of Housing 
letter, as it represents a comprehensive consolidation 
of the most important comments made to the Ministry 

of Housing during its formal circulation process. 
Until such time as the Region responds to this letter 
and recommends those modifications with which the 
Region agrees, a formal and final approval of the 
Regional Plan will not be forthcoming. Therefore, 

an opportunity now exists for the Region to re-evaluate 
the policies of the Plan in the context of the post 
circulation letter of the Ministry of Housing, and 
also to implement revisions to the Plan to overcome 
Regional textual concerns which have been identified 
in the use of the Plan. 


PURPOSE: 


The purpose of this report is to recommend modifications 
to the Regional Official Plan in response to the 
submission of the Ministry of Housing (letter of 
February 8,1980) and to make improvements to the 

text and structure of the Plan as identified by 

Regional staff. 


PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO THE PLAN: 


The proposed modifications to the Regional Official 
Plan include: 


(a) rewording of policies; 
(1) to clarify the intent; 


C2} to modify the intent. 
(b) addition of new policies; 
(ec) deletion of existing policies, and 
(d) restructuring of the format of the Plan. 
(i) to make the Plan easier to work with; 
es) to relocate material from the Appendices 


of the Plan to the body of the Plan. 


In order to deal with the significant number and 
varied nature of proposed revisions to the Plan, the 
report will adhere to the following format. Specific 
policy changes, or new policies, are contained in 

a tabular form in. Table II (attached). Broader 

and more general subject areas will be dealt with 
below. 


Sea GENERAL PLAN REVISIONS: 


Ls 


Restructuring of the format of the Regional Plan: 


In an effort to substantially simplify the format 
of the Regional Plan, to increase its coherence 
and thus to increase its’ usefulness as a working 
policy document, it is suggested that considerable 
reorganization of the sections and policies of 

the Plan, be implemented. The objective is to 
more clearly relate major and minor subject 
headings and the subordinate policies to which they 
refer. Associated with the proposed format change 
is a renumbering of policies and a new indexing 
system to facilitate policy location and identifi- 
cation. The proposed revised general format is 
illustrated in Table I, the revised Table of 
Contents for the Plan. These are structural 
changes and do not affect the content of the 
policies. 


Relocation of Appendix Material to Part II (the 
body of the Plan): 


Several agencies have strongly requested that 
material currently located within the Appendices 
to the Regional Official Plan be brought forward 
into the body of the Plan in Part I1. The 
Ministry of Housing supports these requests. 


Principal among the reasons for these requests 

is the requirement that Official Plan policies 
make reference only to documents which are 
themselves part of the Official Plan. The 
Appendix, Part Iii, £6 the Plan, 2s not considered 
a portion of "the Plan", that which consitutes 
official Council policy. In its current form, 
several policies within Part II, the actual 
Official Plan of the Municipality, make reference 
to material contained within Part III, the 
Appendix, which provides support essential to 
understanding or proper application of the policy 
of Part II. Staff has discussed this dilemma 
thoroughly with the Ministry of Housing staff 

and is convinced that the relocation of sections 
now within the Appendix to appropriate locations 
in Part II is appropriate, subject to minor 
revisions to the material to put it in a form 
suitable to the body of the Plan. 


ay ee 


It is therefore proposed that: 


- Appendix 3 - Hierarchy of Shopping Centres, 
Paragraphs 1-5, be relocated to current 
Section 7.6 - Trade, and that Paragraphs 
6-7 be relocated to the definitions section 
of the Plan. 


=~ Se Appendix®) 4) = Environmental Impact Statement, 
be relocated to Section 5.3 - Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas, and be revised in accordance 
with the proposals in comment #68 of the 
Ministry of Housing letter. 


- Map No.I-4 - Mineral Resource Areas, be 
renumbered Map No.2, generalized and be 
relocated to Section 3 - Rural Policy Areas. 


- Map No.I-5 - Lakeshore Policy Areas, be S 
renumbered as Map No.3, and relocated to 
Section 5.1 - Lakeshore Policy Areas. 


= iMap NO. a7 i= Environmentally Sensitive Areas, 
be renumbered as Map No.4, and be relocated 
to Section 5.3 of the Plan, and that Area 27 
be deleted from that Plan as this feature no 
longer exists. 


- Map No.I-8 - Generalized Septic Disposal Suitability 
Areas, be renumbered Map No.5, and be relocated 
to Section 6 - Land Severance, and that the 
minimum lot size in the dark green areas be 
established at .4 hectares or 1 acre, where 
at present it covers a range of .5 to 5 
acres. 


- Map No.I-9 - Staging of Development, be redefined 
as) Mapy No.7." and? be relocated to current Section 
14.4 - Staging and Development. 


If a map now in an Appendix is not specified as 
being relocated above, then all textual reference 
to that map in PartII of the Plan will be eliminated. 


New Policies and Sections: 
Several comments within the letter of the Ministry 


of Housing indicated that certain subject areas 
were insufficiently covered by Regional policy. 


Most notable is the lack of specific policy 

of the Rural Area within the Rural Policy 
Areas. Further, as a result of the proposed 
restructuring of the Plan, it has become 
necessary to include policies to clarify the 
intention of new sections and to facilitate 

a comprehension and integration of policies. 
Further, as identified earlier in this report, 
staff has, through its use of the Plan in the 
last several months, identified areas for which 
it is believed more appropriate policies should 
be included within the Plan. 


As a result, a number of new policies and some 
new sections are proposed for inclusion in the 
revised Plan. Often some, if not a majority, 

of the policies contained within new sections 
are relocated policies from other sections 

of the Plan. A number of new policies, however, 
are proposed by staff to fill perceived and real 
gaps in policy, and overcome misinterpretation 
Of existing policy. 


All new policies are included in whole in the 
attached Table II. New sections which contain 
a number of new policies include: 


o Rural Area Policy 
o Rural Settlements 


o Rural Economic Development (including a 
policy provision for dry industrial~business 
parks), and 


© Water Management ( which primarily groups a 
number of policies currently located in other 
sections of the Plan). 


An example of a policy of a specific nature which 
is proposed to be added to the Plan is one which 
will specifically allow Area Municipalities to 
include in their Official Plans and Secondary 
Plans, policies which are more stringent than those 
of the Regional Official Plan, if they so choose. 


Note - the text of all proposed new policies is 
included, in whole, in Table Ii of this report. 


D. Publish notice to the effect 
that the proposed modifications will 
be available for public viewing at 
the offices of the Planning and 
Development Department, and that 
these modifications will be dealt 
with by the Regional Planning and 
Development Committee at its meeting 
of June 10,1980. 


Respectfully submitted 


ra 


Der As: bychak; M-C.i.Ps 
Commissioner 
Planning and Development. 
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